
Training and Resources Bulletin 6:   
February 2021 
 
Dear Colleague, 
 
Thank you again for the feedback on this bulletin.  One person has written to say they found the last 
edition ‘inspiring’, and so, here we go with another thrilling instalment.  
 
If there are events that you hear of which you think would be good to include, please get in touch with 
us, and if you are running a training event on Zoom that you want to make available to people across 
the diocese, let us know the details, and we can perhaps add it in. 
 
We appreciate just how challenging life is at the moment, and hope that the signposting of events and 
resources on wellbeing is of particular help.   
 
With very best wishes, 
 

Jackie Johnson      Richard Steel 
Wellbeing and CMD Officer     Mission Team Leader 

 
Our Stewardship Officers Hugo Cobham and Jane Hodgson invite you to join them on 

Tuesday 9th February 2021 at 2pm via the following link: 
 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/72041937386?pwd=dkVNdmxYQmh0SUtWcVpNYmNZTGZwZz09 
Meeting ID: 711 3025 8482  Passcode: 2sbYme 

 
In these challenging times churches will be dependent on the generosity of individual giving more than 
ever, in the past much of our giving has traditionally been through envelope or cash donations during 
church services but there are new and different ways that have been developed to accommodate the 
new world we find ourselves in. Please come with any questions on the practicalities of encouraging 
giving both in the church and the local community during a pandemic. 
 

 
Grant Sources 

 
Hugo informs us of two possible grant sources.   Grants of £10,000 available for mission projects 
 
A new platform aiming to support innovative approaches to evangelism has been launched. 'JustSow' 
seeks to identify projects, people and organisations who have creative and potentially high-impact 
ideas but lack funding to make their mission a reality.   The platform will partner with Stewardship to 
administer grants of up to £10,000 per project.    https://justsow.org 
 
And another grant possibility:  Money Saving Expert Grants - For UK not for profit organisations that 
deliver activities which make a lasting impact on how people think, behave and manage their 
money. Focused on youth (under 26).  Next round is now open.  
 
They ONLY accept applications electronically. The grant round closes on Friday 26th February at 5pm 
or earlier if we have already accepted 40 applications.   https://www.msecharity.com/home 
 
 

 
 
See more below: … 
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National C of E Training Webinar 
 
In 2021 join the National Giving and Digital Team as they offer various tools and resources to help 
churches in the key area of stewardship and generosity. 
 
Getting the most out of the “Give A Little” Donations package – 11th Feb at 12pm 
At Parish Buying we have developed a simple and affordable online giving service for churches, called 
Give A Little. It includes a range of features that can be adapted to different scenarios in your church. 
You will learn how to use online giving to broaden your giving base. 
 
To register you or your team for this webinar and also to see other topics available including How to 
Run a Giving Review, The Theology of Giving, Giving in the Wider Community and many more please 
go to:   
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/building-generous-church/webinars-and-training#na  
 

 
LICC Training Events 9th February and 16th March 2021 - £5 donations suggested 

 
Leading a Church in a Post-Covid Frontline Landscape:  9th Feb. & 16th March 2021, 14:00 - 16:00 
 
https://licc.org.uk/events/leading-in-a-post-covid-landscape/ 
 
In this two-part afternoon series, we’ll explore how we as church leaders can navigate all this and 
more in a way that equips God’s people for living well on their changing frontlines. What biblical 
principles can we offer for such a time as this? In Part 1 we’ll discuss these questions as a group as 
well as sharing the wisdom LICC has developed over decades. In Part 2 we’ll further develop the key 
themes we identified together in Part 1, but the material will stand alone for those unable to attend 
both dates. 
 
Whole-Life Discipleship in a Post-Covid Frontline Landscape: 9th Feb. & 16th March. 19:00 - 21:00  
 
https://licc.org.uk/events/discipleship-in-a-post-covid-landscape/ 
 
What does whole-life discipleship look like amidst the massive changes over recent months? When so 
much has changed so quickly, how do we remain whole-life disciples and ministers on our frontlines? 
What Bible passages might be particularly poignant for such a time as this?  This evening series is for 
anyone looking to consider the changing frontline landscape – both their own and others’. In Part 1 
we’ll discuss these questions as a group as well as sharing the wisdom LICC has developed over 
decades. In Part 2 we’ll further develop the key themes we identified together in Part 1, but the 
material will stand alone for those unable to attend both dates. 
 

 
Zoom Surgeries with Sarah Spencer 

 
15th Feb 1:00 -2:00pm Everything Environment with Sarah Spencer 
It will soon be time to dust down your energy bills for churches and church halls and complete the 
Energy Footprint Tool - yes even for 2020! Please get in contact with any questions. We can also 
explore together your questions, queries and creative thinking on: churchyards and biodiversity, 
church buildings and church halls, worship and fresh expressions, energy providers and renewable 
options, community partnerships, schools, land, grants etc... This surgery is available for both lay and 
ordained people. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87083850942?pwd=ZGtzN3V0RVI0ak5Xa3FLZXpWNXF0dz09 
 
Meeting ID: 870 8385 0942      Passcode: 032362 
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Wednesday 24th Feb 3:00 - 4:00pm Faith in Action with Sarah Spencer 
 
In this time of Covid, finding ourselves outside our usual church buildings and routines, we have an 
opportunity to explore some of the tools to support more outward, everyday forms of discipleship, 
our loving care of each other, and our responding to the changing needs of communities and the 
vulnerable in society. This is open to lay people and those who minister with these groups. Bring your 
ideas, questions and stories to share. 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81365540825?pwd=Ti9WQXd5UVhOcEtjWlhnN0RFSlV0UT09 
 
Meeting ID: 813 6554 0825    Passcode: 248419 
 

 
        Rural Ministries – A Conversation – 11 March 1.30pm – 3.00pm 
 
Last month, we discovered pretty late in the day that Rural Ministries were 

holding a Zoom meeting for clergy to discuss how things are for them during this third lockdown.  We 
don’t know how many of you were able to attend at such late notice, so we have invited the folks at 
Rural Ministries to run an event just for clergy in our Diocese.   
 
So, on Thursday 11th March from 1.30pm – 3.00pm join us in conversation via this Zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89621421180?pwd=b2I4STFhaUFmWU4ydXlNcFM2UWZuUT09 
Meeting ID: 896 2142 1180         Passcode: 817865 
 
There is no agenda.  This is simply a chance for an open and honest discussion about the situations 
you are facing and reflections on how we can help.  We know that clergy isolation is a massive issue 
at the best of times, so this is an opportunity to link with other clergy, and with The Reverend Simon 
Mattholie from Rural Ministries.  Simon has served in a number of rural churches throughout his 
ministry, and regularly teaches on rural mission.  He is currently RMs Chief Executive.  For more 
information about Rural Ministries, go to their website:  https://www.ruralministries.org.uk/ 
Please contact Jackie Johnson if you intend to join us.  jackie.johnson@lincoln.anglican.org 
 

Online events from the Church Times and Hymns Ancient & Modern. 
  
Preaching in Lent, Holy Week, and Easter:  Tuesday 9 February, 10.30am - 5.30pm GMT 
From the Festival of Preaching: a one-day online festival this February. New speakers and festival 
favourites will join us for a day or lectures, reflections and worship.  With Bishop Guli Francis-Dehqani, 
Sam Wells, Jane Williams, Luigi Gioia, David Hoyle, and Mark Oakley.  Tickets are £20, or £10 for 
Church Times subscribers: 
 
Book via:  festivalofpreaching.hymnsam.co.uk/preaching-in-lent-holy-week-and-easter 
  
David's Crown: An evening with Malcolm Guite on the Psalms:  Thursday 11 February, 7pm GMT 
Join Canterbury Press to celebrate the launch of Malcolm Guite's new poetry collection.  Malcolm 
will be joined by Paula Gooder, Roger Wagner and David Taylor for a very special evening discussing 
poetry, the Psalms and much more.  This is a free event.   
 
Register via:  canterburypress.hymnsam.co.uk/events 
  
The Church Times Festival of Faith and Literature: Light in Darkness 
Saturday 20 February, 10am - 3.45pm GMT 
Francis Spufford, Rachel Mann, Kathy Tiernan, Mark Oakley, and Stephen Cherry join us for the first 
fully online Festival of Faith and Literature.  Tickets are £20, or £10 for Church Times subscribers: 
 
Book via:  faithandliterature.hymnsam.co.uk/buy-tickets 
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Building Back Better (part 2) ‘Getting your church 
going’ with Dr Ruth Valerio Friday 12th Feb 2021  
The on-line event will start at 1.00pm (log on 
from 12.45pm) and finish by 2.15pm.  
 
This is a webinar with Ruth Valerio from Tearfund 
launching the climate emergency toolkit 
(https://www.climateemergencytoolkit.com) 
giving practical help and ‘can-do’ actions for 
congregation and community.  

 
Bookable via Eventbrite on this link:  http://bit.ly/3oinDE3 
 
If you missed Building Back Better (Part 1) here is a podcast on the theology of climate change by 
Andy Atkins, CEO of A Rocha UK, setting the scene for churches in 2021:   
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VeJBMrYgr4rjDYhQX4LyvwBikG6Qyu1b/view  
  

Lent Courses 
1) Lent 2021: Women in the Shadows,’ the new Lent Course from The Clewer Initiative. 

 
Did you know that in 2018, one third of victims identified by 
the UK Modern Slavery Helpline were women?   
 
The focus of the course is how women and girls can become 
trapped in sexual exploitation, forced labour and county lines 
drug smuggling and what life is like for them beyond slavery.  
It also explores how we can support victims as they recover 

from the trauma and build resilient communities where modern slavery is noticed and cannot thrive. 
 
Each week during Lent, the course explores a particular theme, including the stages of a victim’s 
experience of exploitation, specific types of modern slavery affecting women and girls and ways that 
we might bring about change and recovery. The course includes a series of short films and a devotional 
booklet to guide all participants.  There’s a film for each week, supported by materials to stimulate 
deeper consideration and reflection.  It is ready to download on the Clewer Initiative website: 
 
www.theclewerinitiative.org/womenintheshadows 
 

 
2) Living His Story 

 
Living His Story is a Lent devotional that will change the way you think about evangelism, show how 

ideally suited it is for the world we live in and fill you with confidence in sharing God’s love with the 

people around you. You can see an interview with the author:  

 
 

 

Living His Story with Justin Welby 

Hannah Steele in conversation with Justin Welby 

about her book written for Lent 2021 

Date: Tuesday 16th February at 11.30am 

Register / Find Out More 

 
Register at:  https://zoom.us/webinar/register/9316113316059/WN_rad8gGmzQySHgjpeeVajEA 
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Both the above are being run over Zoom across the Diocese during Lent - Women in the Shadows 
by Dean Christine and Living his Story by Richard Steel. For details on these and other Lent course 
visit the diocesan web site: https://www.lincoln.anglican.org/resources 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Register at:  

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/7016106263463/WN_YYu1SyFQQwyb4EeU44YtuA 
 

 

 

The 3Rs: Small steps and giant leaps in the quest to shape a 
post-pandemic Church 
 
Stephen Hance with Bishop Simon Burton-Jones 
Date: Thursday 18th February at 2pm 
 
Register / Find Out More  

Training for rural mission, ministry and leadership 
  

Since 1982, the Arthur Rank Centre has been providing training in mission, ministry and 

leadership for lay and ordained rural church leaders from across the denominational 

spectrum. After much of our training was disrupted in 2020, we’re delighted to be running 

our flagship Rural Ministry Course and Germinate Leadership programme again in 2021! 

  

Rural Ministry Course 

The Rural Ministry Course is designed for lay and ordained church leaders across the 

denominations entering a rural appointment for the first time, and those already in rural 

ministry who feel the need for a ‘refresher’. The three-day residential programme employs 

a variety of approaches including practical sessions, group work and workshops led by 

practitioners, and includes sessions on understanding rural contexts, mission and growth, 

leadership, farming and work with children and young people in the countryside. 

2021 DATES 

Tues 11 – Thurs 13 May 

Tues 15 – Thurs 17 June 

The Rural Ministry Course takes place at King’s Park Conference Centre in Northampton 

and costs £300 per delegate which includes a one-year subscription to Country Way 

magazine. Click for more information. 

  

Germinate Leadership 

Germinate Leadership enables lay and ordained leaders from all denominations to develop 

creative, collaborative and strategic leaders skills for rural church leadership, better 

equipped to engage effectively with local communities and encourage churches to be an 

effective Christian presence. The 18-month programme includes four residentials, a 360° 

leadership appraisal, mentoring and work-shadowing, drawing on wisdom and experience 
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Churches Count on Nature: 5 – 13 June 

 
Do you want to support the biodiversity in your local church yard?  Do you want to 
learn what is living there?  Do you know of a ‘God’s Acre’ Project?      
 
Churches Count on Nature event is running from the 5th - 13th June and is an 
opportunity to survey the biodiversity of your local churchyard and add your findings 
to a national biodiversity database recording your ecology on the church heritage 
record.  As a citizen’s science project, it’s a COVID safe way to involve schools, church 
groups, wider community and local nature experts in a significant shared space.   

 
Complete an expression of interest in ‘Churches Count on Nature 2021’ online: 
https://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/expression-of-interest-in-churches-count-on-nature-2021/  
 

 
Free Church of England Net Zero webinars for Spring 2021 are bookable here: 

 
 https://www.churchofengland.org/about/policy-and-thinking/our-views/environment-and-

climate-change/webinars-getting-net-zero-carbon#na 
 

 
 
 22-26th February 2021 - Christian Aid Conference, Changemakers: 
Real People, Real Change. 
 
 Aimed to engage, equip and inspire supporters new and old, and we’d 

love you to be part of it. There’ll be a wide range of sessions on zoom with great speakers covering all 
sorts of subjects that you can opt into. This is for people new to Christian Aid as well as those who’ve 
been supporters for a long time. With sessions on Just Scriptural, Emergencies, Storytelling, climate 
intercession, digital giving, Prophetic gestures etc there is something for everyone. 
To find a session, click: 
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/events/changemakers-conference-programme 
 
Then register by following the steps via Eventbrite.   The local Christian Aid link is: Jez Gowers-
Cromie, Church Engagement and Fundraising Officer – East Midlands. 01509 754764 & 
07778110037   jgowerscromie@christian-aid.org 
 

 for Mission and Ministry 3-Day Courses in 2021 
Living in Love and Faith:  Christian teaching on learning about identity,  

sexuality, relationships and marriage 
 

There will be more information on this next month, but do take a look at the information on line and 
sign up to the Learning Hub.  https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/living-love-and-faith 
 

from secular and church leadership spheres as well as lay and ordained ministry 

experience from across the denominations. 

The 2021 Germinate Leadership programme will begin in October. Click for more 

information.  

You can also email training@arthurrankcentre.org.uk for more information about both 

training opportunities.   
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Sanctuary Mental Health Ministries:   
Their aim is to equip the Church to support mental health and 
wellbeing.  They believe that caring for mental health and 
wellbeing is an important part of what it means to participate 
in Christ’s redemptive work, and they offer a range of free 
personal and group resources for both global and UK contexts 
which can be found at: 

https://www.sanctuarymentalhealth.org/uk/ 
 
Deeply Rooted is a Wellbeing Resource for Leaders during Coronavirus - designed to allow you to 

reflect on self-care in the midst of a season that may feel 
overwhelming, exhausting, and isolating.  
 
This resource will help you recognise the risk of burnout, invite 
you to connect with your experience, and encourage you to 
implement practical steps toward wellbeing. Deeply Rooted can 
be read individually or used as a discussion guide with small 
groups  
 

 
The Character Course - https://www.thecharactercourse.com/  

 
The Character Course, is an 8-week small group programme 
for churches with a psychological twist. Developed by Dr 
Roger Bretherton from the University of Lincoln, it brings 
together the most up-to-date psychology with ancient biblical 
wisdom. It covers key themes of Christian discipleship: 
learning, hope, love, forgiveness, gratitude, humour, 
persistence and curiosity.   
 

The website has everything you need to run it: videos, leader notes, scripts and handouts. All free to 
download. It’s designed for small groups, but you can complete it however you like: alone or in a 
group, live or online.  
 

 
 The Mind and Soul Foundation:  https://www.mindandsoulfoundation.org/ 
 
Their Vision: “We believe in a God who loves us AND cares about our emotional 
and mental health.  Our faith and emotions are often kept separate. Mental 
health is rarely discussed in churches and Christian spirituality is seen as having 
little to offer the world of psychology. We want to bridge that gap. 

 
• To Educate: Sharing the best of Christian theology and scientific advances. Read More... 
• To Equip: Helping people meet with God and recover from emotional distress. Read More... 
• To Encourage: Engaging with the local church and mental health services. Read More... 

 
They write: “Our core leadership team of a psychologist, a priest and a psychiatrist have developed 
high-quality, integrated resources and bring a powerful message that BOTH [emotional and mental 
health] are important.” 
 

NB:  Members of The Mission and Ministry Team are sent information from a large number of organisations 
about training and resources, and we endeavour to ensure that what we pass on to you via this bulletin is 
appropriate and of quality.  However, it is important to note here that the views expressed by any individual, 
group, or organisation listed are entirely their own and may not necessarily reflect those of the Team or the 
Diocese of Lincoln. 
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