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“Abraham, the father of the Jewish peoples, was called by God to ‘go from your country 

and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you ... and in you 

all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’ (Gen 12.1,3). The rest of the Old Testament 

is the story of that great nation, its relationship with God, and with the other peoples on 

earth. It is our story. As a Church, we are called to be a blessing to other peoples on 

earth.”1  

“In his song, ‘He Came Singing Love’, Colin Gibson depicts Jesus as coming, living and 

dying, all the while singing his God-song of love, hope, faith and peace. But then comes 

the challenge: 

 For the love to go on, we must make it our song. 

 You and I be the singers. 

There is no other way.”2 

This is our story: to be a blessing to others. This is our song: when the story we tell 

becomes so embedded in us that it becomes who we are, and we have no choice but to 

sing it out. 

This year’s training events have been designed with the intention of helping us to 

consider ways in which the story of our faith might be brought alive through ALM 

ministries of pastoral care, worship leading and mission and evangelism, and Reader 

ministries of teaching the faith, being missional on the frontline and leading in the 

Church and society. 

 

 

                                                           
1
 From a sermon preached by Reader Barbara Wellman on Epiphany Sunday 2019 

 
2
 Sue Pickering, 2017. Listening and Spiritual Conversation: Singing God-songs in a noisy world. Canterbury 

Press. 
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There will be one training day on each of the topics of worship leading, mission and 

evangelism and pastoral care in the north, centre and south of the diocese. The reason 

for three days is so that everyone has the opportunity to access the teaching.  

The days will cover the same content and have the same keynote speaker(s) who will 

lead our thinking in the morning. The afternoons are intended to be times of reflection 

on the subject of the day. This reflection will take place in ministry-specific groups or, for 

those who prefer, in private quiet time. Each venue offers space for small groups to 

meet and a church which will be open for personal reflection and prayer. Each day will 

close with an act of worship, with departure no later than 4pm. 

 

The venues are as follows: 

North – St Paul’s Church, Ashby High St, Scunthorpe DN16 3JR 

Central – Edward King House, Minster Yard, Lincoln LN2 1PU 

South – Holy Trinity Church, Spilsby Road, Boston, PE21 9NS 

 

The programme for each day will be: 

0930  Arrival, registration and coffee 

1000  Opening prayer and notices 

1015  Session 1 

1115  Coffee 

1145  Session 2 

1245  Lunch (please bring sandwiches. Drinks and sweet things will be supplied) 

1330  Time for reflection (in groups or alone) 

1430  Plenary session 

1530  Closing worship and departure 
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To book a place on any of the events listed below please email Marie Isaac at 

marie.isaac@lincoln.anglican.org  

You will be contacted nearer the time with information about food, directions and 

parking. 

Pastoral 

Neil Burgess will speak on the topic of attachment and loss and help us to consider how 

the theory relates to our ministerial practice. 

North  Saturday 16th March 
Central Saturday 20th July 
South  Saturday 21st September 

 

Mission and Evangelism 

John Leach and Sarah Spencer will lead us in thinking about how we tell, and live, our 

story of faith. 

North   Saturday 6th July 
Central Saturday 14th September 
South  Saturday 16th November 

 

Worship  

Sally Buck will lead sessions entitled ‘where words meet The Word’, considering how the 

ways in which we tell our story of faith in words of liturgy, intercession and teaching can 

bring others closer to God. 

North  Saturday 5th October 
Central Saturday 3rd August 
South  Saturday 6th April 

 

In addition 
Saturday 11th May at St Giles Church Lincoln (Lamb Gardens LN2 4EH) 

Bishop Nicholas will lead us in the morning in considering the topic This Is Our Story, and 
Sal McDougall (Precentor of Lincoln Cathedral) will help us to turn our story into song in 
the afternoon. The day will culminate with a service of Evening Prayer. 
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